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and the hereditary monarchies of the Continent, admitted of very
different inferences from those which had occurred
of Sandys, ^ Wotton and Winwood. They had argued that-
hereditary rnonarchs had the right of imposing ; others might
come to the conclusion that if kings were not to impose, it was
necessary that they should hold their crowns by a tenure which
was not altogether independent of the consent of their subjects.
This seems to have been the ground which was taken up by
Sandys, as far as we can judge from the very imperfect notes of
his speech which have come down to us. It is certainly un-
fortunate that his words have not been preserved in full, as it
would have been interesting to trace the first dawning of the
idea that, in order to preserve the rights of the subject intact,
it would be necessary to make some change in the relations
between the authority of the Crown and the representatives of
the people. He began, apparently, by referring to the enormous
burden of taxation which had been imposed upon France by
the sole authority of Henry IV. He reminded the House
that it was not merely the right of laying impositions which
was claimed by those hereditary sovereigns of which they had
heard so much ; they exercised also the right of making laws,
without the consent of their estates. What could come of
such a state of things but tyranny, from which both prince and
people would suffer alike ? The origin of every hereditary
monarchy lay in election. If, on every occasion of the demise
of the Crown, the new Sovereign does not go through the for-
malities of an election, he must remember that the authority
which he holds was, in its origin, voluntarily accepted by the
people ; and that, when the nation gave its consent to the
authority which he is called to exercise, they did so upon the
express understanding that there were certain reciprocal con-
ditions which neither king nor people might violate with
impunity. A king who pretended to rule by any other title,
such as that of conquest, might be dethroned whenever there
was force sufficient to overthrow him.1 He concluded by

1 This is, I suppose, the meaning of the brief notes, *f No successive
King, but first elected. Election double, of person, and care; bin both
come in by consent of people, and with reciprocal conditions between